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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from Community Resources Network Scotland (CRNS) 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The 6 principles of sustainable development as set out would be a good basic framework to 
work from.  

We would further suggest embedding circular economy principles: Investing in and 
supporting organisations that are working towards a more circular economy and creating 
Circular Economy jobs in Scotland should also be a priority for a green recovery. 

We would further suggest embedding the principle of localism within the green recovery 
strategy: At the height of the lockdown there was a demonstrable move to local supply chains, 
local purchasing and local consumption patterns for businesses and the public. This should 
be supported to become a long-term trend. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Not effectively funding the third sector and the social enterprise sector is a barrier to delivering 
a green recovery. Investment and job creation in these sectors should be a Scottish 
government priority.  

Not embedding the principles of a green recovery strategy at a local level would be a barrier 
to delivering an effective green recovery.  

Not engaging with the public and ensuring public buy-in to a green recovery would be a barrier 
to success. There should be an informed and comprehensive national conversation around 
a green recovery. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

There should be a priority to update and strengthen the 2016 Scottish Circular Economy 
Strategy to take into account the current environmental, economic and social conditions 
facing Scotland’s green recovery. Further, there should be a priority to bring back to 
Parliament the withdrawn Scottish Circular Economy Bill at the earliest opportunity with 
further proposed measures which prioritise action at the top of the waste hierarchy:  

• Adding reuse metrics to existing recycling metrics (including monitoring and reuse 
targets) to the Household Recycling Charter and mandating the Charter. 
 

• Requiring Councils to offer a comprehensive reuse service at all Household Waste 
Recycling Centres (HWRCs) facilitated by local social enterprises. 
 

• Preparing for an extended producer responsibility framework (EPR) across a wider 
range of materials and items, (for example, mattresses and furniture).  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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• Encouraging collaboration and partnerships between third sector, social enterprise 
sector, private sector and public sector on strategic circular economy projects. 
 

• Investing in education and awareness-raising programmes that support a move to 
circularity and encourage behaviour change to “smarter consumption systems”. 
 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The Scottish Government should prioritise investment and funding in a number of areas: 

• Investing in the infrastructure needed for a strong set aside for reuse provision across 
all local authority HWRC sites. 

• Investing in a green jobs transfer programme which would aim to support unemployed 
workers transfer their skills (and develop new skills) to the circular economy and 
environmental jobs market. 

• Support and investment in more sustainable procurement opportunities, especially 
public circular procurement from the social enterprise sector.  

• Authorising environmental charging for items that are environmental harmful, difficult 
to recycle or that have a high carbon impact relative to their tonnage. 

General Response 

• Scotland stands at the meeting point of two emergencies – the global climate 
emergency and the Covid-19 global pandemic.  A bold and ambitious green recovery 
has the potential to support the urgent transition needed to combat climate change 
whilst also supporting the vital economic recovery necessitated by the Covid-19 crisis. 
 

• Extraordinary times require extraordinary measures – small, incremental improvement 
will not be enough.  We would urge the Scottish Government to act boldly and with a 
sense of urgency to address the economic, social and environmental demands of 
these times. 
 

• Community Resources Network Scotland stands ready, alongside our members 
across Scotland, to work with Scottish Government to assist and facilitate a green 
recovery for Scotland that delivers the circular economy Scotland so urgently needs.  
CRNS members are already delivering local solutions to the global climate emergency 
as reported in a recent publication available on our website. 


